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doned medicine to the London hospitals; and, forgetting
Bologna, it left law to the Inns of Court." Now all is changed
at Oxford. It extends its hospitality not only to the professions,
but to a variety of modern studies, including modem history,
English and other modem languages and literatures, oriental
languages, the physical and biological sciences—not to speak of
music, geography, education, economics and political science,
anthropology, forestry, rural economy, archaeology, and so on.
The younger English universities, created mostly in industrial
cities, go further, and have in their ranks (to take only a
few examples) professors of commerce, of textile and leather
industries, and even of brewing.
The old-fashioned scholar shakes his head at these innova-
tions. But they have in any case proved inevitable, and it is
more profitable to ask what is their justification. To quote the
words of one whose distinction and experience entitle him to
a special hearing," it is the function of the scholar to evoke into
life wisdom and beauty which, apart from his magic, would
remain lost in the past. A progressive society depends upon its
inclusion of three groups—scholars, discoverers, inventors.
Its progress also depends upon the fact that its educated masses
are composed of members each with a tinge of scholarship, a
tinge of discovery, and a tinge of invention. I am here using
the term 'discovery* to mean the progress of knowledge in
respect to truths of some high generality, and the term 'inven-
tion' to mean the progress of knowledge in respect to the
application of general truths in particular ways subservient to
present needs. It is evident that these three groups merge into
each other, and also, that men engaged in practical affairs are
properly to be called inventors so far as they contribute to the
progress of society. But any one individual has his own limita-
tion of function, and his own peculiar needs. What is more
important for a nation is that there shall be a very close
relation between all types of its progressive elements, so that
the study may influence the market place, and the market place

